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NATIONAL RUNAWAY  
PREVENTION MONTH 
 
 
Every night in America, youth search for a safe place to sleep, a meal to eat, and 
someone that cares. 
 

Every day in America, programs that provide safety, healing, and hope turn away 
homeless youth because they do not have enough beds to meet their needs. 
 

Every year in America, approximately 1.68 million youth experience homelessness. 
 
 

During National Runaway Prevention Month, the National Network for Youth (NN4Y) and 

National Runaway Safeline (NRS) seek to raise awareness of the issues facing runaway and 

homeless youth.  We educate the public about solutions that can prevent and provide care 

for youth who run away or are thrown away.  
 

All of the conditions that lead young people to leave or be turned out of their homes are 
preventable when interventions are made available to strengthen families and support 

youth in high-risk situations.  Interventions are successful when grounded in partnerships 
among families, community-based organizations, law enforcement, schools, faith-based 

organizations, child welfare agencies, and businesses. 
 
 

Join Us in Preventing and Ending Youth Homelessness:  
 

 Support reauthorization of the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA):  
o Increase the authorized funding level to more closely meet the need, $300 

million. 

o Expand language to include trafficked and LGBT youth. 
 

 Increase capacity of Runaway and Homeless Youth Programs: 
o Appropriate $127 million, including $3 million for a national study, for the 

Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (RHYA). 

o Appropriate $75 million for McKinney-Vento Act's Education for Homeless 
Children and Youth (EHCY). 
 

 Preserve and increase the capacity of HUD, YouthBuild, and SAMHSA to 
provide youth-appropriate housing, job training and mental health care.  

 

 

NO More Runaway Youth in America • NO More Homeless Youth in America 
No youth sleeping on the streets tonight • No youth hungry on the streets tonight 
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Jessica left home when she was 15 to escape abuse after 

her sole source of support, her brother, left to join the Air 
Force.  She didn’t have money for rent so she slept on 
friends’ couches in the beginning, then she started sleeping 
in laundromats or the public library and staying awake all 
night on the streets to try to stay safe. 
 

For Jessica, like many young people, it was difficult to get 
off the streets.  "The hardest thing is basically just getting 
around and trying to find a job ‘cause it's hard to get a job 
without an address. If you don't have somebody's address 
that you can use and say ‘I live here' quote, unquote, then 
they look at your application and they're like ‘no'." 
 

A case manager from a street outreach program referred Jessica to a youth transitional living program where 
she established goals: "to stay in stable housing and try to finish my GED. I'm doing that through the 
program’s school. It's free, which is good. I have some health goals too." 
 

This homeless youth program provided Jessica with "more focus and more stability, which is a very important 
thing to have. If you get those, then you can do everything else that you want."  Jessica says that if she hadn't 
found the program she would still be out on the streets. Her long-term plan is to go to college and study 
sociology. "I want to help people the way they've helped me." 

 
Aaron’s sole caretaker, his mother, died when he was a teenager and he had no other family who could 

care for him.  No one stepped in to care for him; not even the child welfare system.  Aaron was sleeping at 
friends’ houses for a bit, but soon ended up homeless and living on the streets. 
 

Aaron was sleeping on the streets and a Street Outreach worker started talking to him, gave him a meal to 
eat, and information about a runaway and homeless youth shelter.  Aaron never felt safe on the streets and 
he decided to visit the program the next day.  Aaron was able to enter a transitional living program for youth 
where he felt safe for the first time in years and was able to achieve a GED.  Aaron is in college where he is 
studying to become a teacher. 

 
Charlene’s mom struggled with addiction and when Charlene was 13 years old she became the primary 

caretaker of her three younger sisters.  Charlene became pregnant at age 16 and after her son was born, her 
stepfather began to sexually abuse and rape her.  Charlene found the strength to report her stepfather to 
the police and he was incarcerated. Soon after, Charlene was placed in foster care with her son.  At 18, she 
exited foster care and became homeless with her son. 
 

Charlene received transitional living assistance from a runaway and homeless youth program where a case 
manager helped her find an apartment and pay her rent until she was stabilized.  She received assistance in 
obtaining furniture and food, creating a budget, and managing her money.  She has earned her GED and is 
working two jobs to live independently. 
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