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August 1, 2013 

 

The Honorable Gwen Moore 

United States House of Representatives 

2245 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Congresswoman Moore: 

 

The National Network for Youth (NN4Y) expresses its strong support for the Runaway and 

Homeless Youth Inclusion Act, which would help ensure that all runaway and homeless youth 

programs provide comprehensive services that reflect best practices for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender (LGBT) youth.  

 

LGBT youth are overrepresented in the homeless population. According to a growing body of 

research, a conservative estimate is that one out of every five homeless youth, 20 percent, is LGBT-

identified.1 This is greatly disproportionate to the estimated percentage of LGBT youth in the 

general population which is somewhere between 5 and 7 percent.  

 

Research indicates that each year, hundreds of thousands of LGBT youth will experience 

homelessness. Most LGBT youth become homeless because of family abuse, neglect, or conflict 

over their sexual orientation or gender identity. Many homeless LGBT youth were kicked out of 

their homes while others ran from their parent(s)’ home or a group homes because of mistreatment 

or harassment. 

 

LGBT youth are not only overrepresented in homeless youth populations, but reports indicate that 

while living on the streets, LGBT youth are at great risk of physical and sexual exploitation.2 In 

addition, LGBT homeless youth report being asked by someone on the streets to exchange sex for 

money, food, drugs, shelter, and clothing more often than heterosexual homeless youth.3 

 

First, your bill includes a general statement of nondiscrimination that includes sexual orientation 

and gender identity and prohibits grant recipients from using Runaway and Homeless Youth Act 

(RHYA) funds to discriminate against gay and transgender youth.  Unfortunately, some LGBT 

homeless youth have experienced discriminatory practices and policies when trying to access 

homeless youth services. Others have been assaulted by peers based on their sexual orientation or 

gender identity while participating in programs designed to help homeless youth stabilize their 

lives. Without access to the residential stability, nurturance, and opportunities for positive youth  

                                                 
1 Grant, J. M., Mottet, L. A., Tanis, J., Harrison, J., Herman, J. L., & Keisling, M. (2011). Injustice at every turn: A report of the 

National Gender Discrimination Survey. Retrieved from The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force: http://www.thetaskforce.org/ 

downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf.  **Many studies have shown different percentages, usually ranging from approximately 15 to 

40 percent of the homeless youth population. 
2 National Sexual Violence Resource Center and Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape, Sexual Violence & Individuals Who Identify as 

LGBTQ, (September, 2012). 
3 Hyatt, S. (2011), Struggling to Survive: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Youth on the Streets of California. Sacramento, 

CA: California Homeless Youth Project, retrieved from:http://cahomelessyouth.library.ca.gov/docs/pdf/StrugglingToSurviveFinal.pdf. 
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development provided by homeless youth service providers, LGBT homeless youth are susceptible to 

continued violence and exploitation on the streets, are at great risk of entering the juvenile or criminal justice 

system, and face further challenges as adults. 

 

Second, your bill requires RHYA grant applicants to demonstrate that they intend to serve and have the 

capacity to serve LGBT youth in culturally competent and sensitive ways, as a requirement to qualify for each 

of the following three grant programs: Basic Center Programs, Transitional Living Programs, and Sexual 

Abuse Prevention Programs (street outreach). According to the National Recommended Best Practices for 

Serving LGBT Homeless Youth, all community-based agencies or programs serving adolescents should 

assume that some of their youth participants are LGBT even if they do not publically disclose their sexual 

orientation or gender identity. 4  Whether offering shelter, housing, drop-in services, case management 

services, or street outreach, it is important that inclusive and culturally competent services are offered to 

enable LGBT homeless youth to stabilize their lives.  

 

Third, your bill would establish that the services provided by grant recipients may include family assessment, 

intervention, and reunification services for families of LGBT youth, and that grant recipients may provide 

resources for families who are struggling with understanding or accepting the sexual orientation or gender 

identity or expression of the youth in their families.  After housing and safety, family reunification is the goal 

for runaway and homeless youth providers.  When it is safe and a family is struggling with accepting an 

LGBT youth, best practices in reunification specific to this population should be used. 

 

Finally, your bill would require the Family and Youth Service Bureau (FYSB) to include information about 

the prevalence of LGBT youth homelessness in the report it compiles and sends to Congress every five years.  

There is a chronic lack of information about the number of homeless youth in America and their 

characteristics.  This lack of data extends to the numbers of homeless youth who are LGBT.   

 

The National Network for Youth applauds your leadership on this issue and looks forward to working with 

you to expand access to best practices for America’s LGBT homeless youth. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

                                        
Darla Bardine       Deborah Shore 

Policy Director, National Network for Youth   Board Chair, National Network for Youth 

        Executive Director, Sasha Bruce Youthwork 

 

 

                                                 
4 National Recommended Best Practice s for Serving LGBT Homeless Youth, Lambda Legal, National Alliance to End Homelessness, 

National Network for Youth, and National Center for Lesbian Rights, (2009), Retrieved from: 

http://www.nn4youth.org/system/files/Recommended%20Best%20Practices%20for%20LGBT%20Homeless%20Youth.pdf. 


