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TheNationalN etwork for Youh, the nationQsadingorganizationon youh homelessnedsasdevel-
opedthislistof practicalconsidestionsvhenineractingwith yout inrunavay situationsr experienc-
inghomelessnesdle compiledhislig in responseo requessfromsewiceprovides andindividuals
whoencountehomelesgouth inthe cousseof theirservicedelivery, businesepermationspor daily life.
We hopetheseconsideaitionsgeneatedby youh whohave expeliencedhomelessneasdby youh
sevicesagencieghatsuppotthemwill be a resouceto helpyouhelphomelesgoutinyourcommu-
nity meetheir swival and suppdrneeds,ifd safe places to call home, and, ultimatetyive.

Homeless Youth want a Connection to Family.

Emay hae a connectiorotiy biological famy or a desi to econnectd them.
Emay come &m a poordmil, or ny family mg hawe mong.
Ewantsomeotherpeoplein iy lifeto call family.

A

Ecan stilltake care of my ownchild.l canbe a goodparent.| mayneedsomehelpinleaminghow
since | may not hahad a good ole model in gnown dildhood.

Homeless Youth w ant a Safe Place to Live.

5. Emaycomefroma city. Butl mayalsocomefroma rural town, suburb|ndianresewation,border
colonia,or foreigncounty.

Emay hae traveled miles ém home, but | may also bamveled just aeiv blods.

Emayhawe left on my own becausét wassakr for meto be out.Butl alsomay have beenkidked
out of home becausey/family didnOt und#and or accept me.

8. Emayget caughtupinthewrongcrowd for self-potectionButl amnotviolentor a gangmember
IOm just hanging ba treet because | donOt banoher placed go.

9. Esometimedo thingd donQwantlike providesex in exchangefor a placeto live, food, or mong.
My situation can getally desperate.

10. Eam no diferent fom oher yuh. | simply donOwvha saé place to lie.
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Homeless Youth want Self-Sufficiency.

11. Eusualy jug have too muchstressand conpetingprioritiesto opefate at the samepace as my
peers wh safe placetive. | am not dumb or unmated.

12. Ewantto work to suppot myself.Butl probably needsomehelp buildingwork skillsand help
finding a job, judilke ary other yung peson looking for aré job.

13. Eneedto take careof gettinga sak placetolive anda souceof food andcleanclohesfirst befoe
| can bcus on finding a job or comijohg ny scool.

14. Ewantto wear cleanclothesandtake regularshavers.If I look grungy itObecausd donCtave
regular acces®these basidings.

Homeless Youth w ant Help from Caring A dults.

15. Emayusealcoholor drugsor have a mentaillnessButif | do, it doesn®eanthat! donOwantto
get help.

16. Esometimeacttoughbecauseéhatisa skilll developedto suvive withouta safeplaceto live. But,
| knawv to behae differently if pu give me positevatention.

17. Emay needyour helpto fit in with my peergroup who have stable housingPovidingmewith
resouces and suppts can help makhis possible. | don@nivb be an outsider

18. Emaybe relucantto askfor helprightaway becausd may not trustyou. Sopleaseaskmefirst if
I need help. And be patient whiketnos in you drenghens.

19. Emightaskyouforspae change. Butyoushoulchotfeelguiltyif youdonQwantto give memongy.
Youcouldbuymea sandwit insteadOr helpmemale a telephoneallto findanagencythatwill
help me out. Or jusay hello and wish mehv

20. EdonOt ant to be judegd by you. Ybu donOt kmoenough about me teach conclusions.

21. Ehawe a wiceandlike to male choicesDonGissumegou knov whatOsed for me. Askmewnhat
| want befoe you intecede on m behalf.

Homeless Youth want a Future.

22. Ehawe dreams and goals. | can succeed in life debpgiteadships | hae faced.
23. Eam not disposable. | am a human being. Beyhpm alie.

If YOU encountea homelesgouh or a youh in crisisvhorequest®r agreeso yourassigance andyou donOt
knaw whatto do next, pleasecontictthe NationalRunaway Swittiboad at 1-800-RINAWAY; or contictyour
local 2-1-1humarsewicesinformationresouce and referral sewice.Askto be conneatd to a youth sewices
agency or public agncy in gur communithat is standingytready to help.
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National Netw ork f or Youth

The National Network for Youth (NN4Y), founded in 1974,

isa nonpofitmembeshiporganizatiorthatchampionshe needsof

runaway, homeless, and other disconnected youth through advocacy,

innovationand membeiservices.NN4Y providesitsmembersind

the general public education, networking, training, materials and

policyadwcacywith federal sate, and local lawmalers. NN4Y is

committetb ensuingthatopportunitie$or developmenandperma-
nencebe madeavailableto youh who face greateroddsdue to abuse hedect,exploitationhomelessness,
lack of esouces, communitygyudice, diening abilities, baiers to learning, andrar life ballenges.

NN4Y'smembeshipincludeommunitypasedfaith-basedand publicorganizationshatprovidean array of
sewricesto youh and familiedn theU.S . datesand territoiesaswell as somentenationallocationsNN4Y's
organizationmembes provide the full gamutof preventie, inteventie, and developmentasuppotsto youh
and familiesn high-isksituationsncludingsteet-basedrisisinervention emegencysheler, transitionaand
independentiving arrangementgpemanenthousingjndividualand family counselinglifeskills parenting,
and healh and wellneseducationphysicaland menal healh treatmentand care, and educationyvorkforce
developmentarts,and recreationsewices.Collectiely, NN4Y membeiorganizationsewre over 2.5 million
youth annually In addition,youh, youh workers, and regionaland sate networks of youth-seving organiza-

tionsbelongto NN4Y.
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